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Importer Saved- • 
in $50,000 Fire 
at Siegel Home, 

Millionaire Importe^Juan 
Romero, 46, was carried ' to; 
safety from a second-story 
window by firemen yesterday 
as flames swept through bis 
palatial home at 810. N LhW 
den Drive, Beverly Hills, i 
The 16-room mansion, scene of 
the still-unsolved gangland slayi 
rng of Benjamin (Bugsy) Siege! 
on June 20, 1947, was, severely 
damaged. Estimate* of the * " 
exceeded $50,000, - N 

Romero was treated at Be 

ly HiU* Receiving Hospit 
where his condition was repo 
ed not serious. Firemen A, i K 
Velarde and B. L. Hicklin brok* 
tnrjhjgh an upper window to 
ciwthe importer. 

I ' Firemen Called 

_ Romero's' business manai 
G. F , Wunderlich, who lives 
the house, tpld poiiee he smell 
smoke at *30 a.m, and f 0 
the mattress to the impo: 
bedroom smoldering. He car 
Romero to another room and 
for church after pouring 
on the mattress. ' « 

At ftia a.m. neighbors ^ 
nremen and reported colunmsi 
smoke belcbj^frnm^pper 1 
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llA9,20,21/50 


TITLE 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
^BBAHAM PAVIPIAN - VICTIM 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


OBSTRUCTION CP JUSTICE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACIEI 


claims ^° possess information ragardinguersons 

responsible for murder 'of '*"* 

shooting of BUGS IE Si 



ho 


DETAILS: 


AT ATTICA. HEW YORK 




In connection with his previous claim to have wo, 
y^^^on£|rnlgg the shooting of BUGSIE SXSGEL,' 
■ KKIAHAM DAVID IAN, and an unknown 

National ^itsr* Calif om 


trtK^ilT^^T^r- 

California, he furnished the following story. 
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While the Buffalo Office is not in p ossession of dett 
cornin g the dates of the various murders concerning 


Lb con- 



While the 
the information furnished 
murders sre 


Agents are not in a position to evaluate 
due to the fact that details eoneeminff thes 



made available indiscriminately to the Los Angeles Police Department because he 
believes the police department to be honeycombed with underworld collaborators. 
Hestate^tha^jewooO^arefer it if this entire matter could be handled through 


^^^No^Uads are being set out for any investigation on the story 
furnishedl|^^^fcnd no further interview of him will be conducted by the 
Buffplo Oixice until such time as a specific request to do so is made by the 
Los ix ngeles Office - 


REFERENCE:: Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 11/14/50. 

Bureau teletype to Buffalo dated llA8/50 # 


c 



I had lunch while I was in New York with William Br &og 
the new editor ot the New American Here 
"wnicn will be on the magazine stands next month, 
We sat sipping our soup at the exclusive Colony Res 
I was trying to match up the Huie who was sitting across^ 
from me with the Huie I had heard about In 
with Benjamin (Bugsy) Sieget 

In my book, "Headline 
Happy/' X talked about a 
houseboy who left Siegel's 
mansion in Holmby Hills 
shortly before a raid by the 
U.S. Customs meny but I 
didn't give the name of the 
departed employee because I 
didn't know it could be told. 

Huie said it could be told and 
as a matter of fact he is writ- 
ing an article himself for his neW magazine which hell 
"My Christmas With Bugsy Siegel," in which hell reveal how be 
got a job as a butler with the famous underworld figure an 
worked at the job for three weeks. » *^ 

Huie is the kind of reporter who'll do odd and daring thing* 
to get stories, so it didn't surprise his wife, too much, when 
received a letter from a Los Angeles employment agency _ 
to her at her home in Alabama saying that she had been gr* 
as a reference by a man who' claimed to, have once worked 
her as a butler. • :; -c/ ' 

SJw knew at once ft was pappy eat paUmg off * stn^ a 
she alaye* tisr e»4 of th« gaaee. . >_. : .f ■■ " , 

Huie became interested in Slegel one nay while driving ... 
Hohnby HiU*. He was passing- the new home Benny bad 
built, aoNai flrrjlrif to pretend he was setting 
rang the backer ^,J^' hi fr£*fe " 
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HE PLAYED SANTA CLAUS 

The cook was a friendly soul who didn't see many jeople, 
since the Siegels didn't have many visitors, * > ^ 

She Invited him in and gave Mm a sandwich. She told him 
the* servants bad all just been fired by Mrs. Siegel and that 
they were going to hire a new crew. 

This gave Huie an idea for a plan which he promptly put into 
action. He went to the employment agency where Mrs. Siegel 
hired her servants and represented himself as a fancy butler just 
In from the South. . " ? 

This all happened at the time Siegel was out on the high seas 
with the Countess Di Frasso on the famous Metha Nelson trip 
to the Cocos Islands. Huie got the job. 

YonTl have to read his own story about how he played Santa 

Clans for the Siegel children and waited on Mrs. Sieger* 

parents and other relatives from New York. It*« a fabnloas 

yarn. * ' " 

"I didn't find out much about Bugsy * he told me, "because; 
the guy was seldom home.' It was jpst as wpll he wasn't perhaps- 
I was a little nervous when he was around." 

KiSSIN' STORY ROCKS SOUTH 

Huie was the fellow who got the famous Kissing Jim Folsohi 
story for the New York Daily News which rocked the dear did 
South to the cotton- roots. . . - « 

Be was a Navy officer in the last war and hag always been 
to some didoes in writing and lecturing; > ; 

The New Mercury is financed by Clendenin J. Ryan, 
of the grea t Virginia financier and Stout Southern 
TMJfflaSTOrtune By an. 
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had also toapared the oartridga cases in the SIEGKL tfurder 



* • 


in Chicago in 1949. He did not oak* C formal request I 
'or such a check but he eaid he merely assumed that such would 
have been done if the Bureau had tegJSaafclfcti* apeoiaene fro* the / 
SXS0K& killing and the gun' found ' lap pbpa?^in^»;j .;>^ Vj 

Subsequent to the interview W^^S^^^^S^^^M ■ 

the writer reviewed the handling of the carWidSeoSsee involved 
in the SIEOKtt killing aa described in file and found '> 

referenced to this Matter in Serials g£Q» Be* and 801. fio*. 

the substance of the review reflects that there were nine oar-^ . 
♦ridge ease* found at the scene of the Murder # v These 

cartridge easea were found on tha ground outside the window 
through which the Shots were fired f at tlieee cartridge 

eases were apparently in the possession ef inveatigating off icere 
free the Beverly Sills Police l^rta*ittV">: iubaefflLisntly/ three 
of ^^^^^^^^a_cases were furniahea t6 Agents of this office 
by^ pwho was then Chief Investigator for the Los 

Angelea County District Attorney's Office, for the purpose of 
having the FBI Laboratory conduct examination of the cartridge 
cases, 3feis office requested the Bureau on August 27* 19*7 
to hold these cartridge eases pending subsequent instructions 
and it was suggested that the Hew York* Chica^, Detroit, Miami, 
gait take eity, rhoenix, and San rrenoisco Offices be alerted 
by the Bureau to recover carbines ef any kied.fmr the purrtse of 
s comparison examination with the eartrtdge case* found $t the : 
gXKQSb Harder eeene* , the Bares* msd# en examination as refloated 
in their letter of October ft, 19*T# BariaVW, in #Och they - ' 
stated that the marks were net adequate far aomperisoo purposes 
and requested that the sis additional ccrtricge eases twA at V 
the scene ef the murder be obtained by tfcle office and forwarded 
to the Laboratory f Ki*0*Mi&eoa purpose* «f , flat additional six 
emrtrid** esses werg^tflbed, aM for w ar ded t» V&Wn^^ 


r 


ets 
oa 


l#tte» gated January at* 
Mat inammoem fs no additional 
m^sv^sm reeeived fee " 






August 1, 1931 


14 


v ^-h;:^ ■■w^.v*- ■"^.h>w n"^a^. v> s$ 


■ , , Xt li the writer'* recollection, although thm'lt 

nothing ii» the file to •ub 8 t.nti.t9th« reeoUeetioS that\n 
•onntotloo with the cartridge casts lnrolved In the 8IRHX 
Murder, the? were not being properly retained by the local 
tareetigating f ao thTtthey eouidb* itiuied^e- 

»• •▼"•nee to * trial, jl say be that dneto thli 
laxness of loeal agenoles the additional 


not obtained or f orwarted to'the Bureau Vo^exaaf ^a t ioo*b!£i^S 
«f aubaequent diffletiltlea which ^^ t^^ 0 60 

z 2k ^IrA^^A*^**"** W til KM Laboratory 

SUfJ^iS 8 inquiring whether eneh an examination 


with thos* found at th« SXEOEL aurder. 




and 
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SAC, Chicago 
SAC, Los Angeles 


9/25/51 


ttL moKM>Tio^con^ 


BENJAMIN (BUOSr) SIEGE I. 

. oaxea <yio/51, a copy of vhich «m forwarded to Chicago. 5lb*8i 

: Z\ ^Zl-ilJ* ** *>**.». "wrcS W'irfS of «t&l«^' Offie* ' — 
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Office Memorandum • united 


STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


SAC, LOS ANGELES 

SAC, CHICAGO > -» - - " - - 


datb, October 19, 1951 


sotjbct, .BBKJAWB (BOOST) SIEOEL V v<* - W^'^'HW < 
U MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCElfrmiir f 3 Vwi* V""' i r 

GENERAL IN VESTTGATI TO INTELLIGENCE PiLg + r>*Jt&'' V • 

Reurlet dated. September 25, Wl/ ^ * »Vi /Jj -tf . 



cc: 15-4434 



* Office Memorandum • united states government 


SAC 



DATE: 


10-24-51 


: 31; 


BESJAMIK 
Miscellaneous 



Remylet 9-2^-51 (#-2657-966) to Chicago and r«ply 10-19-51.. 


Investigation in the UFAP-4WHBSR CASS A&AIttS' 
was a subject in a Bureau case at Chicago entitled! 
fugitive. IFia, "* 




i 


.n searching hie apartment they found a loaded 50 caliber carbine, 3N 

FBI office. Federal complaint against 
* at Chicago on 4-l-50.^^^:e was no 
» being identical withH ■ Thus there 
was no reason to nave test specimen fired from the carbine. ■ Bwaa a suspect 
in the SI20EL murder, which took place in 1947. ■ ;: ^^^ m 


A e stated in prior memna nf the writer^ throne* conversation with 

^_ v ^ ?ar ne< 
ne xnougnxt-ne FBI laboratory ha!T checked tnT"gu7^oun3in 
apartment in Chicago against the cartridge cases found at the scene of the 
SIEJSL murder. The writer did, not think that was correct and' 
cor] 



told him that the FBI 
apartment in Chicago. 
rio^^^mr^^^r^waBincorreci 


On 10-24-51 the writer talked toj^^^ 
Laboratory has never tested the carbine found ^ 
He said he thought he had learned recently tba"t hie prj 
endtJ^^^^^^such test has now been made. Me phoned! 
^^t$£^H^S<^ n d asl^^iimif the carbine abovement 
on the Siegel case. K^^^gftold him that B@8@EISS^SS^ ired teet specimen 
from the carbine, which specimens had been cbeclce^&^eomebaUi sties laboratory 
^^J^vere not similar to those found at the Siegel murder scene. Ke told 
^^^j^^Bbhat he considers the Siegel murder solved through the recent murders of 
. TONY BRAKCATO and TON! TROKBINO in Los Angeles. . ^ c 


No further action need be taken on the carbine at Chicago. 


62-2537 
cc: 88-962 
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_ was being -iM 
a* a p<?s«tble Jeeji In th# 



Hoo»e r, SS-yecr-ald 
man7"eervlhg a ld-U- 
prison sentence heft, oon- 
yesterday ihst jbe JfcUtssl 
. my Ui Mia, * Florida ©a man, 
gth Ml^jpST,*53 
ma Tampa «trtet«&«e^ t^^v 
(looker, '3o clear his consctflnes,'* 
~ admitted three other slaying* 
Kew Tork, Florida and La* 
etes, ' v 
fm confession* "reportedly have 
paused authorities to reopen ta- 
mest igation of the unsolved gang* 
and murder of Bugsy Wegel la 
ixw Angeles two year* ago. 
» ? Tampa, police chief M C. Bess- 
ley, who came here two weeks 
»«o to question Booker, n 
|o comment on the conviet'i 
"Htii ^»e~ could check the 
Ah the actual records. 
La Mia was cut down by 

i blasts fired from a park _ 
tie talking to two business 
uaintances In downtown Tampa, 
1 hia confession. Hooker said 
Mia was "executed" because 
was • attempting to withdraw 
tt a gambling group. - 
He identified the Florida gang 
i "a branch of ^ the Charles 
Lucky) Luciano national gam- 
[£rimg ayndicsAa.*?- i ; «, * 

"Hooker said the driver «r the 
ith car was Frank Renla of 
mpa. " v. «..■'-" . ' .. . 
> oat said the only reported «is- 


StSlH> 



«nss1 the make £ the 

The convict said It was a <*ev- Slwring ~ 
M4et sedan, while eye witnesses * 



>ee fink to fiuqsy 


u 


the fleeing aoto *d a 


identified 
Mercury 

Tbt other three murders, ties 
convict was reported to have said, 
occurred prior to the ^ejtecution** 
of La Mia in Tampa. Ha was ac- 
quitted of these on the grounds 
ef self defense,. Hooker fetid Ids 
questioner*. ; . " T \ . ; 

The Canon City police' chief amid 
Hooker's "story sounds fcopd and 
appears logical." However, t*p 
Inmpa poVce head withheld com- 
ment pending further investiga- 
tion. , ■ • •• ■ ; " ' 

Hooker was snmitted to the 
Colorado state prison on Feb. 9, 
IWa. and then was a dope ad- 
dict. He has silica been cured a* 
the habit. - ^k'-T? i 
His police record' dates hack to 
2*29. » includes arrests and con- 
victions. - In February W33, he 
was sentenced to a federal prison 
from Atlanta, Ga_ to l-to-15 year* 
for ear thef and seconded 
murder. He served unta Jen 
l»fl at AJcatrat * 

On Feb. 5, 1M4, he was cox 
ted to the Mendocino State _ 
.pltal for the crjiniwdly insane ^. 


ar* 


follewing ySar. 

ftecoxd* show looker wa« 
rented Sep* % 3H». M: 

xBor investigation and nv 
****** Arrested «eia in Miami 
on Pec. a, he was sentenced to 
sfac months is prison for false 
: pretenses.. i \ • ~ v' 
t asM Hooker indie 
the questioning that 
was te !<)• Angelas at the time 
SlegeJ waa murdered in the hote 
<* bsi gi4 friend, Virginia 
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SAC, LOS ANGELES 
SA C, PORTLAN 


date: 3-31-53 


.% I AflO o mrn I 


2 1953 


*V h/AW« MVS BligBACa 

Re BUGSY SIEGEL - INFO CONCERNING 



The above is being furnished for whatever value it may 
be and in the event that the Los Angeles office is aware of the 
facts concerning this murder and they are as set out by the in- 
formant, it is desired that the Portland office be advised in ordei 
to check the reliability of this informant. 
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Office Memorandum . united states government 


TO 


ntoM 


•DBJBCT: 


SAC 


Pers. Asst 



DATE: 1-29-54 


JUL INFORM Vrn^OTTAINID 


At 9:00 am, l-a9-54.L^^-^._^^„™ 
Angeles Mirror" telenhoni^SWI^w^^CSP of the "Los 
information which he lu2 \ nisne J W following 

York: 1Cft he had Just ^^ived rrom Syracuse, New 





to Criminal Supervisor! 




I4 Jin ^j6^mjmj^ 
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? JEsf cite Only 
!$35,60&96 

J-AS VEGAS. a» The on* 
time reported rnitm - million 
dollar 'gambling empire of the 
tote Benjamin (Bugsy) Siegel 
ft -worth leas than «15,000 each] 
to his two daughters, a final' 
Seport on his esute in court 1 
here disclosed j 
'Today, Siegel's •* h roth e r, 
Jfaurice, administrator of ?the 
^ u *° before district | 
Judgf A. 8. Henderson to ash 
mat the estate he closed. On 
gand for the heirs and for legal 
the administrator said 
f> $35,608.96. ' 
■ (T V--' ■ *• * ■■ - v 

I BOMS R£IR8 are siegeTs 
two daughters, Barbara Baper- 
{tein, of Detroit, and MUlicent 
* posen of gcarsdale, N.T. The 
underworld figure's ex-wife 
Estelle Siegel, has released all 
•Jaime against the estate for a 
fiayment of $30,000, the admin- 
istrator said. ' . ^ 
^ The $30,000 ma m settle-! ^ 
pent for a cbum ©f $817338 
•ted against the estate by Itfrs. 
ffegel hased on her alimony of 

»ncy of 40 years. The SiegeV 
fere divorced la tis Vegaa in 
£tipit, 1M6—10 mon^beire 
.*Bt him down 'In- 
Hffla mansion # 


«rl friend, Virginia Hill, Jt 

^9, WH^r'j'*- 


>*5 ■■ 


?«JBGW^ Ihiereit tm the' 

{fsce trine syndicate he Atab- 1 
lished never showed upfes a 
part of the estate. Sharp in' 
two |>as Vegas race Iboics 
proved liabilities rather than 
assets, as his partnera lodged 
claims against tfte . estate for 
imtes signed by Siegel. 
» Appraised value of Slegel's 
" *20 shares of the ^Nevada 
projects Corps., which built 
Jthe $5,000,PQQ Flamingo fcotel 
«to 1846, was nothing. Claims of 
SBiegel against the corporation, 
•were appraised at 397,000: 
£ Out of this came the $30,000 
#br Mrs. -Blegel and.- $22,069 
lua Interest, tQ satisfy a Hen 
r the Bureau , ©f. Internal 1 
Revenue against the gambler. 
Jtther creditors claims in milor 
amounts diminished the espte 
to the $35,808 total, fed 
jjtaurice Siegel *fll as* cfurt 
•atermfssion to pay two Las 
hrw firms $5700 ©f this. 
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entitled 
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Information Concerning^J^;^^ FIE D 

e Investigation of a case 
aka, NBA", 
eived from _ 
on 11/18/59: 



the Palg^Union Since his return to Spokane In \fk 9 & o/ 
1950 J ^KES» l »" n »t mentioned his activities in Los Angeles. 



tion: 



as the following descrlp- 
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LOUELLA O.JPARSONS 

SuIlivarTin Role 
I of 'Bugsy' Siegel 

J0^^^mmjj^mi0^tp^ yoeems all the "gentleJ 
Ik.'' 4 JT en " ot ^ underworld 
mm mK i getting an airing inl 


f.lARRY SUUJVAN 


« "/Seems all the "gentleJ 
$ /> en " of the underworld 
I 'kre getting an airing inl 
I motion pictures. The 
* latest is "Bugsy" Siegel, 
i Rang lord, who was mys- 
t teriouslv slain in 1947, 
c to the heart of Beverly 
I Hills. His murder was 
' never officially solved— 
although the script 
writer may decide to 
come up with an ending 
identifying his slayer. 
I Under the title of 
| "Two Faces of Bugsy 
j Siegel," Barry Sullivan 
' will emote as the hand- 
some gangster who tried 

I his best to fraternize 
Mth the Hollywood ce- 
/lebs. Bugsy loved celeb- 
/ rities more than illicit 
profits. Irwin Gielgud 
and his wife, Owen, offi- , 
cers of the Repertoire 
Company, are writing 
the story (Sullivan ia 
also an executive) ; ] 
I always think of poor! 
Countess di Frasso every! 
time l< hear Buggy's 

name. When her friends 
begged Dorothy not to 
see him she said, "I 
don't know any Bugsy 
Siegel. His name is Ben- 
jamin." So one of her 
Intimates got a book, 
"The Gangsters of New 
York," and showed her 
ye front and profile of 
Hie good looking under- 
world charmer. ' srT ~^~ r ^ 


Louella 0. Parsons Column 
L A Examiner 
2A/1O60 
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date: March 31, i960 




ne denied, saying ifTTH^urEEer^^ 
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Los Angeles Division for whatever value itlSy te. \ 
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ujgsy siegel 



->TW«7 in hh biography Chief Anderson tells the inside 
4ftory «/ **« gangland faHiaj of 3ugsy Siegel, in e Beverly 
-"■HxUi mertsiofL Me calls it "e perfectly ataged execution" 
with every prep end every actor im piece et the proper spht- 


By Cli nton Anderson 

Chief, Beverly Bills 


Tepartmeat 

> 0 Chapter IX -.\ 

; ' r At the end oi the war, las Vegas attracted 
Siegel away from Hollywood and into new ventures 
wnlch eventually led to his death. He decided to 
build the biggest and best gambling casino in the 
tJnited States, financing it with crime syndicate 
money put up by his eastern pals, and to expand 
bis "bootleg" racing wire service to take over the 
business in the western part of the country. 

He launched construction of his big casino 
when materials were scarce and costs soaring. He 
tiad originally planned a $2 million investment, but 
' found the place costing $6 million, and running in 
I llie red. He put the squeeze on his other activities 
| for funds, particularly the racing wire service. 
[E> - After the gangland murder in 1W6 of James M. Ragen, 
^general manager in Chicago of the Trans-America News 
It: Service in which Siegel had a controlling interest, he 
' - became western representative of the wire and attempted 
i£; to force the hookies to take his service at a premium. 

£ Sfeger$ Hoodlum Friends Unhappy 

ft£ '■' As Siegel went deeper into debt* word got around 
E 'teat his crime syndicate pals were unhappy. 

" Six months before his killing I called him to police 
uarters and reminded him pointedly that I did not 
t him causing any unpleasant happenings in Bev- 
fells. His answer was {hat there was no need to worry 
tuse he was spending most of his time In Las Vegas. 
W>ue I was in New York a few months later on police 
,t picked up the information that Biegel had 
the city % a meeting with the' men who con- 

--iTtaA Hi* «?«ri/«r»ofA WinnM and 1*nA lfkft fn hdgt* WiS 

hotel was reportedly # million fc ^jski, and Siegel had 
Wm ^^Jff^'^S^^S^P^ # daystop.uU.tt 
•out of the t^^n^^^^^^^mnutix 
p:V; ' His number was I did fiot ^Ow t| at the 


chosen as .the spot 


* ^^fouroon^ drove $4>oeaj> f%rt WatiwH^HimaT 
*ad returned home at is:l6 p: ni toid lad Smiley 
tent Into ttie thing rooztt and sat side by side on the 
davenport to read early editions at the Los Angeles mom- 
tig ne w sp aper s.-- .^«..^ : -v^. ^ .^tosi^-^^t >;.,v. ■ 
fc, ■ At 10:45 p,ns series of shots crashed through the 
Bvtog room window. Smiley dived to the floor unharmed, 
fat Siegel did not move. Be had heen killed almost in- 
stantly by two bullets which struck Urn In the head. Two 
ether bullets had lodged in his body. Be lay back on the 
davenport, his hands resting to his lap. witn a newspaper 
between his grotesquely sprawled legs " 

Execution Perfectly Staged :'i 

Nine shells were found In the driveway of the house 
«ext door. The killer had rested his high-caliber rifle to 

<Sa!S tloe * P* 1 * 01 * « 4<«n feet from where Siegel and 
v Bnjiley sat. "■ ..... 

^ to e day Siegel was WHed i wasln Itew Vori cifcy 
picking up a criminal who was involved te a $150,000 
Jewel robbery of a society matron. Only a few hours be- 
; tore Tine murder my prisoner staunchly maintained his 
■ innocence, using Siegel as his alibi He swore that Bueay 
had seen him at the Flamingo in Las Vegas on the day 
the Beverly Hills holdup was committed. ~ , 
; ; Bugsy Siegel's Wiling was a perfectly staged anna- 
jand execution, with an the detail* worked out in advance. 
- ' "Somebody knew that Siegel would be in Beverly Hills 
on this one nay, and that he would be at Virginia Hill's 
Borne, and when. Somehow the heavy draperies over the 
Hvmg-room window had been left open to give the killer 
a view of the room. . ...... : .. • 

Z -^ The shooting was timed to occur when a police patrol 
probably would not be near. It had to be done quickly 
because police cars were in the vicinity every SO minutes. 
The gunman at the window was hidden from the street 
by shrubbery, and the getaway car cruised Hie area until 
the appointed time, since a parked car might have drawn 
suspicion. - -f . '.. : , '..■/■ ... . ^ ■ 


Siegel Case Never 'Cracked' r ^f^ 

We spent many man hours investigating the Siegel 
case and were convinced that he was killed ^y his own 
associates, but there was never sufficient evidence to pin- 
point the identity of the assassins In court. I felt it was 
significant that Moe Bedway, a man with a police record, 
walked into the Flamingo to take over the operation for 



(Cont on Page D-4, QoL t ij 


but Beverly Hills h*d\ already 1 

. Three months 
£rjend, Virginia 
nbme ton N. Linden "dr. 
Jtomero, former mjahage^of .. 
nad a gold key tolhe front door, 

j^'.SBsyed *si the' nousi dot"* 1 '*'" " %M 3 




*rl 

, handsome 16-room 

whlcn^ Was ; owned by Juan 
Valentino. Buggy 
; some of his clothes 
l&stoirs room, and 
buauioiB'Uiur 
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Actions Recalled 


(From Second Front Fafe) 


the syndicate one hour after Kegel's death, 500 miles 
away. 

I picked up Sefiway for questioning and released him 
with word that I wanted to see him on the following day. 
However, he was suddenly removed to a Hollywood hos- 

fHtal for treatment fnr « hoirt 

, — — — -w- «• V MHilUUUU. 

I found him there next day lying in bed behind a 
*©or marked "No Admittance— Oxygen," I stepped in and 
talked briefly to Seaway, and left with word that I would 
return In the morning. 

But when morning came I discovered that the sick 
r man had oeen put on a train and whisked off to Las t 
•J Vegas, where he stayed until his death a short time later, i 
< I have always felt that Moe Bedway had the Information' 

I wanted, but he wouldn't talk. 
9 About this time several newspaper articles mentioned 
J that I was investigating Las Vegas angles in the eiegel 
e- killing, a fact which annoyed the then chief of police of 

the Nevada city. He announced in a newscast that if he 
c caught me to his city with a gun he would lock me up in 
i jail, but his threat did not hinder our investigation. 

* Later, the new operators of the Flamingo had a bitter 
f battle, and one of them left the city in haste, under threat 

of death. I interrogated this man on his arrival in Bev- 
** erly Hills, but he was reluctant to talk, fearing gangland 
retaliation. 

© When I attempted to obtain more details on the 
4 fight hi Las Vegas, I found that the district attorney there 
V was also the attorney for one ©f the combatants, a rather 
~ unusual situation. . - 

r> Biegel was killed because he would not comply with 
•* the wishes of his associates who had invested millions 

* In the Flamingo. My investigation tied him in with mobs 

* to other cities and with international narcotics operators. 

* I came across the trail of half a dozen other murders 
\ ^ -which were traceable to gangster and gambling conned 


A short time before this was written, *• 
^TVegas gambler, *rho had operated the Flamingo c 
: after ttegel's death, and his wife were wystartoaaiy 
; dered to their home to Fhoenix, Arte. On the surfi 
did not appear to be a gangland killing, because 

AnanlMiiin aful >iim mAta warn -9e\mmA orlfW Hui* Ih. 



But killers have been known to use unusual met* 
avert suspicion from "the moo,* and at ©lose ran 
is as effective as a gun. ■ '4" : ' :■■ 

We did not gee Virginia ,110] in Beverly Bills t 
egel was executed to her tented home. She Was i 

*mmm<* alutaa* 1.111] ' *_ Bk !_ I A. M~—t-* —II «— 

uutu «uvut fc*ic Aiuiug in r«ii&, uut Hciucv m*t 

of It and said she couldnt think of anybody 
ht want to do to Biegel. When last heatfl from 
nia was spending most of her time to Mexico. 

The fun-loving Countess dl Wrasso/ who sports 
e mobster's debut to Hollywood social circles, die 
icaily as she had lived, The countess, mg& 
ars, suffered a fatal heart attack on a train as she i 
turning to Los Angeles after a gay New Years cele* 
to Las Vegas to January 1954. V :* 

Clifton Webb, the actor, found her Vying In net 1 
an bedroom fully dressed, covered with a full -lei 

OOaVi wearing a $i?5,GGC diamond necklace, 
th $100,000 worth of pearls and emeralds to her lttgg 
Friends said she always carried her Jewelry with 
rywhere. ■ > * - ■ •■ — 
TOMORROW— Chief Anderson tells how Greta G 
fled her mansion home to caD the ponce. ^ ^ i 
|* • . .: ...! ■ .'. -u«»HHaSN 


4 



Kin of Bugs'e Segal's 


'The sensational 'ruboutihearlng before Judge Hoi 
murder of racketeer Bugsie lan d- , * 
Segal In Beverly Hills 15 years £ According to Deputy Dist 
ago was recalled in Municipal £J£' ^"rt Caballero, Vic- 
Judge Kenneth -Holland's SESnJ^ 1 ch&rges against 
court today when the sister- ^ er ^ son - » guest in her 
in-law of his girl Mend v£- a ? Cusln S ^ of pur- 

Kihia Hill, wai arrsSSd on ^ * 5W > which she 

a perjury charge. had in a bureau drawer. 

Appearing in court was Vic f. S ? e recanted at Ferguson's 
toria Hill, 24, charged with 2". . 

switching her' testimony dur JI Jf^ a f po ^ In * a ™°»>g 
uig the trial of Paul Fenm ? r3Ck ? circIes here » L « 
son. 36. a chef, whom she had iS£f ^ d - in the East - w *s 
accused o/ rifling herhoSE f S wh f l n tngger men fir ^ 
of $300 last May 21. FerguSSS Jnn 1° ^T gh the picture 

was acquitted last May 21 m" 0f . hiS Beverl >' Hills 
Mrs. Hill, who tewing vir- 5w Tt J* 10 ™'* 51sterin ' 

Franpfcco for the Sn^fe^ * «* 


Los Angeles iferald- 


Los Angeles Division 

Editor: ri J?B_RT H. 
A-AUCH 
9/ -9 - , 


* rile 



Victoria Hill. ■>(, SMrr-i,,-!..,* „f P,.,-^ Sic^A 
<-irl rr.end. .tmi^rd of S w itdii„ K T,M ltni , Ilv 
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Dear Mr* Hoover: 
T/ianks so much for the memo on Buggsy Sfegel. 

In the course of my research I have come across 
two f terns In which you were involved, and I 
would be grateful if you can tell me whether 
they are true. 



The second item, in September 1947, quotes 
a speech you made to the National Police Aca- 
demy.^In which you referred to Slegel as 
scum , and said such people could not exist 
If they were not glamorized. It is true, of 
course, that Siege I would not have been what 
he was without the help of such prominent 
Hollywood names as George Raft, Cary Grant, 
Dorothy DIF r asso f Gary Cooper and many others. 
Even Raft admitted as much to me. 


Thank you very much. 


Sin 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau 

of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 
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March 15, 106ft 
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FILE DESCRIPTION 
LOS ANGELES FILE 

SUBJEC T r ^ 

FILE NO._^Lzm_ 

VOLUME NO vTrta o 

m 

J 

SERIALS — 



R THE FIl£t 


£2 


let Angeles, California TT t «tori«TT?IICBJ* i * ;1S ® 

wt 1946 ^^I^Sk^s? 


H©: BBNJAJOU *BUGS W 8IBGEL 

MISCELUKECUS? INFORMATION CONCERNING i 
CRIME SURVEY 


At 5 p.m. on August Cf 9 1946 BEN SIBSEL called MDE SEDWAY at the 
Hollywood-Roosevelt Hotel* During the conversation the following conversa- 
tion took place, which apparently has to do with a pay-off to the Sheriff 
at Las Vegas and also the County Conmissioners there in connection with the 
erantinz of a liauor and ramblinz license to the Tlaminco Hotels 


Did you get that money from the pieces, like I told you? 
The What? 
The aoney? 
From where? 

From the place where we made up you were to get it from 

Hello? 

Yeah. 

Do you know what I*m talking about Uoey? 
No, I don't. 

Well, what did you and I discuss about getting some money? 
Getting some money from what? 

Well, what did we discuss about you getting it for? 
I don*t remember, justtell me. 


SIBGBLt 
BfiLWUf : 
SIEGEL: 
SEDWAY: 
SIEGEL: 

SEDWAY: 
SIEGEL: 
SEDWAY t 
SIEGEL t 
SEDWAY i 
SIEGEL: 
SEDWAY: 

8IBGEL: You have such a wonderful memory* I only discussed one thing 

about getting some money with you for you to give some people. Don't you 
know where you are supposed to get it from? 


SEDWAY: 

SIEGEL: 
SEDWAY: 


The four thousand? 
Four thousand? Am I getting the four thousand. MOEY? 


Huh?. 


FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 


S. DFt^Aft 1 MtNT OF JUSTICE 

AUG 20 1346 - 

LOS A NGELES F t ELD Ql/lj 
ROUTED TO 


STBGELt Well, what is the four thousand got to do with giving money 

to tome people? 


Oh, you moan I I know what you mean* 

Did you get it? s^^^^^H^^^^H I 

lo, I don't get it. ^-|Jdon*t want to give no money. 
Why don't he want to gire? 


SKDWATf 
SIEGELt 
SKDWAYx 
BIEQBLi 

BEDWaYi Because he don't want to give. He 

no commissioners any money « Be don't want to give' 
we'll have to get It ourselve s, no, I talked to tfie 
want to take eare of" 




don't have to give 
any money. Bo, 
r persons and they 


SIBXJEL: I tool^are of^ ■ you never told me any different. 

So. I took care on Hth« other d*v -ah«n T m us thara. 


BEDWAYt 


O.K. When we get together we'll take care of it. 


SIEGEL: All right. There Is nothing to discuss, we'll just take out 

what we talked about. We got nothing to ask him. Hio the H ; s is he? 
I just want you to know. Don't give nobody anything. 1 

SKDWAYi Did you tellj Pthen? 

SIEGEL: Yeah. 1*11 tell you about it when I see you. 



- 2- 


Hi 


o 


Los Angeles, Calif or nia 
August 26, 1946 


MEMO FOR MR. OSTHOLTHOEFi 
The following information was obtained from confidential informant I 


called BEN at lit 54 AM, BEN was out andttleft message to have B 
call him, rery important* 

ALL!?-—' 


At 11 j 41 BEN called 1 



B, Yeahi 



B* Yeah* OK« Just let them — ah— whose up titers? 



^ B» Then he can show them— 



Bt OK, Let em bring-- # 


B, Ed? 


ho 


B. Yeah, 



B. Where arc you going to be—? 


tEDEHM. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

AUG 30 1946 

LOS ANGELES FIELD OFf/c 


SOUTED TO 


vtr — I 
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Los Angeles, California 
August 30, 1946 



the following Informa tion w 
Confidential Inf orma ^ 



nlshed the Los Angeles Field Division by jb?^ 


On August 29 at It 26 P.M. MEYER IANSKY oalled S IE GEL from New York City. 


BEN SIEGEL talks to unknown individual first (general conversation} re 
how they are feeling. Then MEYER LANSKY talks \ 


L. Hello} 

B. How are you? 

L. Fine, how are you? 


all rr,' r "iH'." r 
hsreis it u 



so 


u. not bo gooa • 

L. Huh? 

B • Not so good I 

h* What's the matter? 

B. I am having headaches again with these B • 

L. What did you say? 

B. Having headaches again. I am having headaches again. 

L* What* b the matter now? 

B. Well, you know, you get somebody that keeps putting in the "ringers* 
against you and uh, and we've got a government that's got nothing else 
to do but spend the government's money listening to all kinds of "singers"* 

!• Uh-huh. 

Bt Yeah, Listen— 

L. Yeah. 

B« Listen — do you want to tell me something? 

L. Sure. I oalled you to say hello. 

B» Oh -oh. 

hm Wanted to know how you were— 


/ ^ I <^a 2~i , U ^_ 


mmBUREAU OF INlE^^ON 

U. S. DEP*" 1 ME NT OF 

AUG 30 1946 

i OS ANGELES REUS QFf }^_^ 
ROUTED TO 



0 


0 


B. Because if you want to tell me something, I don't want to talk to you— 
L. Ho* 

B* Uh— well you know the last time wo got our official 0 £— the stook 
holders (?) I reported - you - you know \r 

I*. Yeah. Yeah. 

•B* That uh— September 6th now, they are starting again* They have got 
people up there taking pictures, this, that — and just looking to 
give us headaches* And I guess we will have another hearing 
September 6th • 

L. uh-huh— 

B. And they-well— -don't know- 
La Think you can sell it— as it stands now? 
fi. No— C , whose going to buy with a headache? 

L* Well, maybe some other people —would feel they wouldn't have it — 

B. I would get out right now and take a lose if that— I never saw- 
all the government is — you are interested to try to do something — 
you go out and break your head-something that's XOOfo legitimate— 
and all you do is get headaches from them. They want you to lose 
your money I guess. 

L. That's happened in other cases* 

B« Yeah— we were just talking about it today* For C sake— get out 
and take a $50,000 loss and getthe H out of there. 

L* Well, I mean uh— has anything like that come up? 

B* No— 

L. Nothing —huh— 

B. Bo. 

L. Uh — did you sell that other '15' yetf 

B. No— 'cause we had another idea— 

L. No— because— you see— uh— we were— we may find someone— I was 
wondering whether we could sell it to them all—- 

B. "Well allright — see if you could* 

L. 0 K. Then I will be in touch with you. 

B. Allright. I'll tell you what to do— 


0 


L. Where are you at? 

B. Whatf 

L. You home with your sister now t 

B. I'm sitting outside wlth^ | 

!*• Tour sister's house-* . ^ 

B. Yeah. 

L* Yeah-- 

B« Herd's what you do— 

L» and B. talk regarding B.« calling L. tomorrow (August 50th). 

B« I'll oall you at Cousin George's tomorrow sometime — hang around 
there from about *uh— 

L. No. That's no good — — 

L. I will tell you where you oall me — 
B. Don't tell me, I'll tell you— 

Then they decide that B. is to oall L. at Cousin Dan's (a restaurant) at 
1 o'clock New York time on August 50th. 

Bm BeoaU8e I want to talk -ho vou about scnne-bhinp'— 
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Los Angeles, California 
October 1, 1946 


MEMO, SAC: 


_ On September 30 . 1 946 at 2t 5 

oalled 1 
took placet 


Res BENJAMIN "BUGS" SIEOBL 

MISCELLANEOUS ; INFORMATION CONCERNING; 

CRIME SURVEY k% 

reported that BEN SISGEL 
eTol lowing conversation 


SIECEL* El boss, was that all right? 


tttl mo^ATtoB corns* 


SISGEL i What happened? 



SIEGELs 


4 


SISGELi 


So far we hare another headache, so I don't lenow if IU1 use it 
tomorrow* 



SIBGELt Yeah. I don't know who is eivW ua the headaches, but I got to... 

I just spoke to back Bast. ■ ■represents him. I told him to 

go see him, find out what 5eT if. about* He represent. 

us too in matters sometime. So T'THiold that up* 


Ho, never showed up, never oalled. I oalled at the hotel. I 
left a message, never heard from him. 



SIBGELt What? 


EDtHAL 8UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. DEPORTMENT OP JUSTICE 

OCT 1 1946 


LOS ANGELES FIELD QFpfCI 

ROUTED TO 


( ■ - o 


MSMO, SAC; 


October 1, 1946 


Re: BStfJAI.™ "BUGS' 1 SIBGEL 


SIEGELi Him? 



SIBGEL* 


Well, I thought maybe something happened like with^ psee, 
I called him downtown, they said he would not be is for the day. 
I can't imagine* I called his house* He was in bed, you know* 
I said I was so anxious to get this thing. 


I was over there. 



SIBGEL t I'll call you tomorrow from there* You going to be in the 
office tomorrow? 


SIEGER: All right* Then you let me know if thatj piowed up. Because 
otherwise, if I want to put it through I'LL tell you where you 
can get me* 


SIBGEL: Call me after you ge* 


Tou know what I mean? 


SIEGSL: Hatch, I,... •What can it be, a few balances, he don't pay, we'll 
pat it* Ask him if he oan go ten? 


SIEGEL: Teah* Old you se 


er that7 



SIBGBL: 1*11 tell you. Sm| |todiy ( See if he'll giro you that 
and you oan take it down and then get the same thing tomorrow. 


c > 


MEMO, SAC: 

Re: BENJAMIN "BUGS'* SIB3EL 


October 1, 1946 


SE3GEL: Well you got all day today. 


SlEGELi Call him at home and if you don't get him. The other guy 

you don*t see, you just take that five anyhow and put it in, 
you know what I mean? 


SIEGELt I'll talk to you tomorrow sometime. 1*11 put in a person to 
person tomorrow* If you didn't get it. i*m putting the check 
through it will be in" the following day, 80 I 1 11 tell you 
whether. . . . 


SIEO-Et-r when I'll come back and give the check myself. 


SIEGELt Well, I think so. I don't know. If they are going to start, 
1 I'm going to forget about the whole G.D, thing* 



SIEGELt Yeah. Let's don't talk about it. 


SIEGELt I'll talk to you tomorrow. Tou get that froi 


SIEGELt The balance la on the books we can pay it in a month. 


SIEGELt O.K. 
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